
Cherokee Marsh 

CHEROKEE MARSH 

NAP' EXPLANATION 

'Map A 

1) Off of map t o  NE i n  sec t ions  3 4  and 35, i n  Town of Windsor, 
the Token Creek Millpond helps  settle s i l t  from the Upper 
Token Creek Watershed. Farm management and cont ro l led  
development are needed t o  reduce s i l t ,  f lood and n u t r i e n t  
load on Cherokee Marsh and Lake Mendota. 

2)  Token Creek H i l l  i n  sec t ion  34, a  prominent wooded f ea tu re ,  
worth i nves t iga t ing  f o r  i t s  geology, b io t a ,  poss ib le  recre- 
a t i o n a l  value  i n  fu ture .  

3)  Temporary pond i n  S W  sec t ion  33, may favor migrat ing water 
b i r d s  and might be a  recharge a rea  f o r  Cherokee groundwater. 

4 )  Lake Windsor ( a r t i f i c i a l  pond) and surrounding development 
and golf  course, i n  s ec t ions  30 and 31. At tent ion t o  erosion 
i s  important during f u r t h e r  const ruct ion.  Catch bas ins  o r  
perco la t ion  a r e a s  (old f i e l d s ,  meadows) would he lp  c lean  
up street and lawn runoff ,  a s  would scheduled improvements 
i n  farm management i n  t h e  e n t i r e  Mendota Watershed. Dams 
on t h e  Yahara a r e  not  recommended, a s  t h i s  i s  one of few 
'unchanged stream courses ( sec t ion  31, and upper p a r t  of 
s ec t ion  6 ) .  Meanders a r e  valuable  i n  f lood con t ro l  and 
p l a n t  and f i s h  reproduction. 

5) For ty  ac re s  of wetland i n  Token Creek County Park (SW 1 / 4  
of s ec t ion  4 and adjacent  p a r t  of s ec t ion  9); somewhat d r i e d  
o u t  (drained) peaty sedge meadow with  invading forbs ,  shrubs, 
aspens and reed canary grass  (Pha la r i s  arundinacea) along 
dredged bu t  n o t s t r a i g h t e n e d  creek with eroding banks. River 
p l an t s ,  found throughout streamsides i n  t h e  Cherokee a r ea ,  
include goldenglow ( ~ u d b e c k i a  l a c i n i a t a ) ,  cup p l an t  ( S i l  h i m  

sage (Artemisia s e r r a t a ) ,  and glade ma1 re- ow 
The park includes one woodlot, o ld  f i e l d s  

t h a t  mlght be p a r t l y  res to red  t o  p r a i r i e ,  and a  na ture  t r a i l  
through t h e  wetlands along t h e  creek; it has good educational  
p o t e n t i a l  and wetland r e s t o r a t i o n  p o s s i b i l i t y .  Not a l l  
p a r t s  of t h i s  wetland w e r e  v i s i t e d .  

' 6 )  Two small ponds (borrow p i t s  dug during i n t e r s t a t e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n )  i n  sec t ion  5. 
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7) Marshy sec t ion  6 (and marshy adjacent  p a r t s  of s ec t ions  7, 
8 ,  and 1 2 ) .  This  a r ea  once comprised over one square m i l e  
of apparently open sedge meadow; now much of it i s  di tched,  
cropped, pastured, and s i l t e d .  The remaining p a r t s ,  l abe l l ed  
( 7 )  here,  include var ious  kinds of degraded meadows l i k e  
those  i n  Token Creek County Park. But even now, t h i s  l a r g e  
q u i e t  sec t ion  i s  an exce l l en t  teaching and w i l d l i f e  observa- 
t i o n  a rea ,  access ib le  by canoe up t o  t h e  cen te r  of t h e  sect ion 
( i n  willows, a rea  9 ) .  P a r t s  a r e  now owned by t h e  DNR; t h e  
rest of t h e  lowlands should be acquired f o r  publ ic  use and 
l ake  protect ion.  Ditches should be closed and o r i g i n a l  water 
courses res to red ,  a s  noted under Lake Windsor ( 4 ) .  Not a l l  
p a r t s  were examined i n  d e t a i l .  

8)  Wetland shrubs; pussy willows (Sa l ix  spp. ) ,  red-os ier  - 
dogwood (Cornus s t o l o n i f e r a ) ,  occasionally bog b i r ch  
(Betula sp. [sandbergii?])  i n  sec t ions  5,  6 ,  and 1 2 .  

9)  Fores t  of black willows (Sa l ix  n igra)  along eroding banks 
of stream, cen te r  of sec t ion  6, good f o r  b i r d  l i f e  obser- 
va t ion  from a canoe. 

10) Forty-acre swamp of l a r g e  o ld  tamaracks (Larix l a r i c i n a ) ,  
a lde r  (Alnus incana) ,  black ash (Fraxinus n i q r a ) ,  and skunk 
cabbage (Symplocarpus foe t idus)  i n  sec t ions  6 and 7 ,  needs 
more study. 
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MAP KEY 

pJ Shallow marsh; c a t t a i l ,  bur reed ,  o f t e n  mixed wi th  sedges. 

.\I.. [7] Sedge meadow. 

Grazed sedge meadow. 

Shrubs. 

, , , , , ,  Wetland d i s tu rbance  vege ta t ion ,  u sua l l y  predominantly reed 
l111l11 canary g rass .  

Old f i e l d ,  p r a i r i e .  

Mowed lawns, parks.  

m Developed and developing. 

Quarry and l a n d f i l l .  

@ Spring. 


