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MAP EXPLANATION 

Map C ( f o r  a r ea s  13, 1 4 ,  15, 31, 34, 36, 40, 4 1 ,  48, 4 9 ,  and 
50 , see preceding discuss ion)  

54) Shrubby sedge meadow and dense shrubs, i n  sec t ions  17 S W  and 
18 SE, apparently su f f e r ing  from drying, possibly because 
of a i r p o r t  drainage; study needed. 

Water con t ro l  device located a t  head of d i t c h  flowing w e s t ,  
i n  cen t e r  of s ec t ion  18, keeping water l e v e l s  higher t o  t h e  
e a s t ,  i n s t a l l e d  i n  November, 1973, a f t e r  dredging of t h e  new 
d i t c h  t o  t he  south. The water l e v e l  may now be higher i n  t h e  
e a s t  sedge meadow (50) because formerly t h e  water nor th  of 
t h i s  po in t  may have flowed south, then w e s t ,  aided by t h e  
e a r l i e r  east-west d i t c h  t h a t  was recen t ly  deepened from 
t h i s  po in t  w e s t  t o  Sherman Avenue. (See arrows ind ica t ing  
flow p a t t e r n  i n  1974.) 

56) Forty ac re s  of heal thy,  w e t  sedge meadow with some shrubby 
a reas  and a few bog species  d e s p i t e  a l k a l i n e  peat .  Note- 
worthy a r e  boglean, bog c inquefoi l ,  wiregrass sedge, and 
two r a r e  p l an t s ,  (Ep i lob im l i n e a r e  [now tenuifol ium]) and 
the  g rass  Calamagrostis inexpansa. This a rea  i s  important 
f o r  study of pea t  o r ig ins  and the  r e l a t i onsh ip  of bogs, fens ,  
and sedge meadows; hence, most o r  a l l  t he  d i t ches  on 4 s i des  
may have t o  be closed t o  p ro t ec t  t h e  pea t  and f l o r a .  

57) A l a n d f i l l  occupies p a r t  of t h i s  40-acre t r a c t .  Floodplain 
zoning should prevent f u r t h e r  encroachment on t h e  wetland 
here. 

58) About 70 ac re s  of p a r t l y  shrubby, p a r t l y  boqgy, w e t ,  heal thy,  
sedge meadows, with a shrubby shallow c a t t a i l  marsh i n  SW 
p a r t  (SW sec t ion  1 8 ) .  The new d i t ch ing  on t h e  e a s t  (November 
1973) was f o r  t h e  purpose of developing a new golf  course on 
t h i s  t r a c t ,  bu t  such a venture would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u s t a i n  
i n  t h e  w e t ,  soggy peat ,  and t h e  necessary drainage would 
th rea ten  t h e  moisture con ten t  of t h e  wetlands t o  t h e  nor th  
and e a s t .  S o i l  sampling on t h i s  t r a c t  i n  1974 ind i ca t e s  a 
r a t h e r  uniform l aye r  of  pea t  10 f e e t  deep. Ditching near 
t h e  l a n d f i l l  t r a c t  unearthed poorly-decomposed pea t  a t  
lower l e v e l s  containing p ieces  of wood i d e n t i f i e d  i n  1974 a s  
spruce. Thevegetat ion ismuch l i k e  t h a t  i n a r e a  56,but has a l a rge  
area  dominated by t h e  r a r e  grass ,  Calanaqrost is  inexpansa. 
Besides i t s  i n t r i n s i c  value, t h i s  t r a c t  appears t o  be a cork 
i n  t h e  hor izon ta l  b o t t l e ,  keeping t h e  whole marsh w e t  by 
re ta rd ing  westward flow of water toward t h e  Yahara; hence, 
d i t ches  w i l l  probably have t o  be closed o r  f i l l e d  i n  eventual ly.  
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59) Another 30 acres like (58) but mowed in several recent years, 
keeping shrubs down. It is, likewise, in good condition. 

60) Area of current sod-farming, with small ditches draining 
southward to the west-flowing main ditch. Evidently some 
seepage or spring flow comes southward out of the base of 
the Sherman Avenue drumlin. 

61) Top and south portion of Sherman Avenue drumlin, privately 
owned,in section 18 W. See comment on (36). 

Cherokee Golf Course, built on presumed fom.er drained fen 
used later as a municipal landfill. Note that the ditch 
crossing the golf course from NE to SW receives feeder 
ditches draining downhill toward the NW; this is a typical 
fen location on a hill slope, fed by seepage. The wooded 
hilltop (76), like the hilltops of areas 61, 64, 53, and 
29, each may play a role in groundwater storage and discharge 
to springs, ponds, and fens. The main ditch crossing the 
golf course carries drainage from areas 56, 57, 58, 59, and 
60 to the Yahara River via the ditch at (632 . 

03)  ~itched, disturbed mixed wetland vegetation, showing signs 
of very fertile water, presumably from oxidizing drained 
peat in the golf course. 

64) Small hill, now part of  adi is on's Cherokee Park, overlooking 
fen and river, possible source of seepage for fen (section 23 SE 

65) The Wheeler Road Fen, a small hut very high quality natural 
area of some 3 acres with a rich flora on 6 feet of wet peat 
over marly fine sand, preserved by abundant water seepage 
apparently coming from the northeast (64). The fen's water 
level (at top of peat) is about a foot above the present 
Yahara River as seen in the ditch left from constructing 
the Waunakee-DeForest Sanitary Sewer Interceptor (67). The 
center portion of the fen is undisturbed, with some red-osier 
dogwood,bogbirch, and sage willow, dominated by big bluestem 
grass which "owered heavily in 1973 but remained mostly 
vegetative 1974. In its place there was a heavy flowering 
in 1974 of two unusual plants for Dane County, Cladium 
mariscoides, known also from Fish Lake; and Tri lochin 
maritima, which Chaney and True recorded on &a in 
1873. Wheeler Road Fen has an abundance of qentians, orchids, 
sweetgrass, valerian, Kalmis lobelia (~obelia kalmii j , fen 
brome grass (Bromus kalmii), grass of Parnassus (Parnessia 
glauca), bog goldenrod (Solidaqo uliginosa), Riddell's goldenrob 
(Solidaqo riddellii) , rush-leaved aster (Aster junciformis) , thP 
sedges Carex sterilis, C. tetanica, C. stzcta, and others. 
Westward the area arades into a floatins relic bos mat, with 
marsh St. John' s-w6rt (Hype.ricum virqinicum) , bog-cinquefoil, 
and wiregrass sedge. Northward some earlier disturbance has 
brought in cottonwoods and willows, andone plant of poison 
sumac (Rhus vernix), theonly one inCherokee, was found. The 
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south (d i tched)  por t ion  i s  re tu rn ing  t o  fen  ve se t a t i on ,  with 
some pioneer c a t t a i l ,  Eleochar is  , and Juncus spp. , hu t  - a s  
y e t  no b i g  bluestem grass .  Across the- t o  t h e  south 
t h e  vege ta t ion  i s  more shrubby and lower, perhaps never 
having been fen ,  a s  it i s  f a r t h e r  from t h e  seepage source. 
The f en  needs some r e s t r i c t i o n  of access ,  a s  t h e  normally 
compatible f i s h i n g ,  boat ing,  and dog-walking has become 
too heavy and people a r e  dropping l i t t e r ,  trampling, and 
s t o r i n g  boa t s  i n  t h e  fen. Natural  f i l l i n g  of t h e  d i t c h  by 
r i v e r  s i l t  depos i t s  w i l l  reduce t h e  bank eros ion and d i s -  
courage f i s h i n g  and boat ing  near  t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  a rea  of 
r a i s e d  soggy peat .  

66) Borrow p i t .  A h i l l  of sandy s o i l  was taken down t o  a i d  i n  
f i l l i n g  f o r  s e w e r  cons t ruc t ion  i n  t h e  d i t c h  a r ea  leading 
NW from t h e  pump s t a t i o n .  

67) The s a n i t a r y  sewer c ro s se s  he re  under t h e  r i v e r ,  a f t e r  coming 
south along i t s  w e s t  s ide .  cons t ruc t ion  caused a l e v e l  d i t c h  
i n  t h e  f en  (65) and eros ion on t h e  wooded po in t  i n  t h e  new 
county park (68) .  

68) Oak k n o l l  and woods wi th  m e s i c  sp r ing  f o r e s t  f lowers and a 
few r e l i c  p r a i r i e  p l an t s ,  needing p ro tec t ion  and compatible 
use i n  t he se  county park l ands  wi th  a  good view of t h e  r i v e r .  

69) Wooded (oak, basswood) kno l l  i n  south por t ion  of Cherokee 
c i t y  park, used i n  t h e  p a s t  f o r  youth day-camps, scheduled 
f o r  f u t u r e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use. The s e n s i t i v e  a r ea s  t o  t h e  
NE ( a r ea  70)  need p ro tec t ion .  Disturbance vege ta t ion  ind i -  
ca ted  along Highway 113 on both s i d e s  of t h e  r i v e r  inc ludes  
g rass  and cottonwood invasion.  I n  t h e  wooded a r ea ,  a small  
k e t t l e  pond has water i n  spr ing .  

70) About 15  ac r e s  of d i v e r s e  undisturbed n a t u r a l  vege ta t ion  i n  
s ec t i ons  23 and 26 E ,  inc luding low p r a i r i e s ,  f ens ,  i s l ands  
of shrubs and aspens, and sedge meadows, wi th  good gradat ions  
between them. The a r ea  cont inues  northeastward toward t h e  
Wheeler Road f en  d i t c h ,  along t h e  base of t h e  upland. No 
t r a i l s  should i n t e r r u p t  t h i s  a r ea ,  bu t  perhaps a  dog-walking 
a rea  could run along i t s  e a s t  edge on t h e  upland. The 
upland comprises about 60 acre9  of o ld  f i e l d  and lawn around 
Lindbergh School, and some box e l d e r  woods near  (66) .  

71) Sedge meadow i n  good cond i t ion  near  southern po r t i on  of 
drowned swamp f o r e s t  o f f shore  ( s ec t i on  23 S W ) .  

72) One hundred a c r e s  comprising a  complex of sedge meadows, 
f o r e s t ,  shrub t ang l e s ,  shallow c a t t a i l ,  and mixed sedge 
meadow, no t  a l l  examined i n  d e t a i l ,  bu t  important t o  be 
l e f t  uninter rupted  t o  g ive  w i l d l i f e  r e s t i n g  a r ea s  and a 
co r r i do r  up i n t o  Cherokee from t h e  lake.  
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73) Alder t h i c k e t ,  r a r e  i n  Dane County, one of t h r e e  i n  Cherokee 
(see 1 0  and 23), i n  s e c t i o n  27. 

7 4 )  F a i n t  i n d i c a t i o n  of  north-south d ra inage  d i t c h  i n  s e c t i o n  1 9 ,  
w e s t  of the a i r p o r t ,  sugges t ing  that t h i s  300-acre low, f l a t  
a r e a  was once wetland. 

75) Large d i t c h  cu rv ing  around Truax F i e l d ,  d r a i n i n g  southward 
i n t o  Starkweather  Creek and Lake Monona. Large p o r t i o n s  
of farmland i n  s e c t i o n s  9 ,  10, 15,  16, 2 1 ,  22, and 28 ,  
Town of Burke, i nc lud ing  much lowland i n  s e c t i o n s  16 and 21, 
a r e  d ra ined  o u t  by t h i s  rou te .  Drainage e f f e c t s  on a r e a s  
50 and 54  i n  Cherokee need t o  be examined. 

76) Twenty-acre h i l l t o p  woodlot a t  c o r n e r  o f  Wheeler Road and 
Sherman Avenue, no t  examined bu t  may have va lue  f o r  i t s  
f l o r a  o r  a s  a recharge  a r e a  f o r  groundwater flowing n o r t h  
i n t o  Cherokee. I t  might be of  s p e c i a l  v a l u e  t o  Gompers 
School as a nearby s tudy  site. 
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MAP KEY 

pJ Shallow marsh; c a t t a i l ,  bur reed ,  o f t e n  mixed wi th  sedges. 

.\I.. [7] Sedge meadow. 

Grazed sedge meadow. 

Shrubs. 

, , , , , ,  Wetland d i s tu rbance  vege ta t ion ,  u sua l l y  predominantly reed 
l111l11 canary g rass .  

Old f i e l d ,  p r a i r i e .  

Mowed lawns, parks.  

Developed and developing. 

Quarry and l a n d f i l l .  

@ Spring. 


